
SAINT PHILOMENA, WONDER-WORKER (continued) 
 
The Curé d’Ars built a chapel for Saint Philomena. Soon, its walls were lined with crutches. The very 
oil of the lamp which burned before the altar had the power of healing the sick. She worked hard for 
her fatherly Curé.  
  
On one occasion, he scolded Philomena for attracting so much attention by her many miraculous 
cures. He admonished her to perform her healings after the sick returned home. Philomena obeyed 
for a while and then she stopped working miracles at all, just to see what he would say. Out loud and 
from the pulpit, he admonished her: “Great Saint, if you do not work miracles, you will lose your 
reputation.” He was a match for her. That very instant, she lifted the weight of disease from one in 
the congregation.  
 
She loved him because he worked twenty hours a day for souls. How? God only knew! No wonder, 
Philomena worked so hard to help him. He was fifteen to seventeen hours a day in the confessional 
alone. The devils, who pestered him with their rage, made a special disturbance when a statue of 
Philomena was placed in the Curé’s wretched presbytery. She even cured him when he was ill. She 
appeared to him, beautiful and shining, to tell him that his works were good because there was 
nothing more precious than the salvation of souls.  
  
In 1839, Philomena’s feast at Mugnano was allowed to be kept as a greater double and, in January 
1841, the Pope raised it to a double of the second class. In 1847, when the church at Mugnano was 
full of people, in the sight of all, the figure in the shrine lying on its back, turned over on its side to face 
the people. The rustling of her silk garments was heard. In the account of the attestations of the 
witnesses taken, it states: “We can certify that similar changes are continually occurring, either 
the opening of the eyes, movements of the lips or varied expressions of the countenance, 
which sometimes appear pale and sad, sometimes rosy and bright. Also, that different colors 
are assumed by the blood, which at times show stains of black to signify impending evils. He 
who will not believe what is stated here, should go himself to the sanctuary where he will see 
with his own eyes how God glorifies His Saints.” 
  
During his exile from Rome in 1849, Pope Plus IX came on pilgrimage to Mugnano, to see the little 
Saint who had cured him when he was Archbishop of Imola. There, he was received by the Bishop of 
Nola, King of Naples, the Queen, and seven princes and princesses. He said Mass at St. Philomena’s 
altar, venerated her relics and granted many indulgences to the shrine.  
  
Saint Philomena sacrificed life itself to preserve her vow of virginity and consecration to Jesus Christ. 
Her great mission is to help the innocent remain pure, and protect and defend priests in their heroic 
calling to live the vows of their consecrated life. The negation of marriage is not honored, rather the 
renouncing of the greatest earthly happiness. The virgin sacrifices marriage in exchange for the 
greatest and most intimate love of which a human being is capable: The Love of Jesus Christ! 
  
In Sempigny, France, a rich young man vowed his virginity to Philomena and promised to build a 
chapel in her honor. He fulfilled his promise. Our Saint showed her pleasure by granting innumerable 
graces there. The walls of this chapel were quickly covered with ex-voto offerings.  
 
In the German invasion of 1870, though that part of the country was nearly ruined by the forced 
maintenance of the invaders, Sempigny was somehow overlooked in the requisitioning. Some of the 
conscripts from the village were visibly protected by Philomena in battle. This beautiful chapel is a 
focal point of an annual pilgrimage. Every 10th of every month is also kept as a pilgrimage day there.  
  
The Association of St. Philomena of Thivet counts members not only in France but also in China and 
Tibet! St. Philomena is also honored at the Visitation Convent of Nantes, where the devotion to her 
was introduced by their Superior in about 1835. There is always a nun in the community who bears 
her name.  
  
Many of the French Saints of the nineteenth century have had a remarkable devotion to St. 
Philomena. St. Madeline Sophie Barat, Foundress of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart, chose 
Philomena as the patron of one of her convents. She was also loved by Pére Varin, who helped to 
restore the Society of Jesus in France; by Monsieur Dupont ‘the Holy Man of Tours,’ the Ven. Pere 



Eymard, Founder of the Priests of the Most Holy Sacrament, Mother Margaret, Foundress of the 
Servants of the Most Holy Sacrament, by the Foundress of the Faithful Companions of Jesus, 
Blessed Pierre Chanel and many others.  
  
In Paris, a devout couple, who had been granted a son through the intercession of Philomena, gave a 
picture of her to the parish of St. Gervaise. Shortly after, a side chapel was dedicated to her, and her 
relics were obtained from Mademoiselle Jaricot. It at once became a place of pilgrimage. In the Civil 
War, this parish was closed and plans were made to set fire to the church. Shells fell all around it, still 
only the porch was grazed, and all the houses of the parish were spared. Three times, revolutionaries 
came. Each time, they left without taking anything. It was in constant danger, but was never harmed. 
The revolutionaries set fire to as many public buildings as they could. The Marie and Hotel de Ville 
were reduced to ruins, yet the church remained intact Thirteen lamps now burn before the shrine in 
thanksgiving for the protection Philomena gave to her parish in those dreadful days.  
 


