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MANNA FROM HEAVEN

The Holy Rosary has never been
tied to any time, place or people,

to recite the Office. So well was
that understood by the faithful

nor did it arise from any human when the Rosary was first

culture. Like all true liturgy, it had
no earthly origin. He who tampers
with the work of Rosary, tampers
with the work of God. Some try to
modernize the Rosary, suppress it,

change its form, mutilate it and
denigrate it. Like the ancient

sacrifice of the Mass, it continues to

live its own life quietly and
serenely amidst the turmoil of our
day. We have called the Rosary, the
Ultimate Liturgyand so it is. It is

no sentimental paraliturgical
practice developed over the

centuries. It is Our Lady's Psalter.

Known through history as the
Layman’'s Brivary, the 150 Hail
Mary's are said in lieu of the 150
Davidic Psalms of the Divine
Office. Where office is the Opus
Deij, the work of God, the Rosary
may be called the Opusculum
Dei, God's little work. Like the

Divine office, it is rooted in the

universal, divine injuction to pray
without ceasing and was designed
by Her to facilitate this duty for
those unable for whatever reason

propaged by St. Dominic, that for a
long time its recitation actually
began with the Aperiesas does the
Office. Even today, it still closes
with the Hail, Holy Queen,the
Salve Regina with which the
Office closes.

The Rosary is just not one devotion
among many. It is a super
devotion. the only one ever
formally raised to liturgical status
on par with that of Sacred Heart of
Jesus. It has its own proper feast,
October 7, instituted with a proper
Office by Pope Gregory XIII. It
was inserted into the Roman
Martyrology by Pope Clement VII
and later extended to the Universal
Church by Pope Clement XI. Pope
Benedict XIII aded it to the
Breviary, and Pope Leo XIII, Pope
of the Rosary, dedicated the entire
month of October to the Holy
Rosary. Pope Pius V who for all
time cannonized the order of the
Mass by the famous Bull, Quo
Primum in 1570, had already
promulgated a similar Bull for the
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