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CHAPTER XI: Philomena in England 

  
In 1853, the old Church of Our Lady of Grace in Mugnano was found to be unworthy of its patrons. 
Re-building was begun. In 1856, a splendid church was completed. The funds for the grand new 
building were contributed by the royal family of Naples and the alms of the pilgrims. Philomena’s 
chapel is built of the finest marble, agate and porphyry.  
  
The same pilgrims come to the grand new church as they came to the old one - the same huge bands 
of peasants from every part, barefoot, fasting, confident, vociferous, some content to sleep by the 
roadside after a day of devotion, others sitting on the steps of the church talking and singing to 
Philomena all night.  
  
There is now an orphanage adjoining the church, under the care of the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Vincent de Paul. It was founded by the Venerable Servant of God, Maria Christina of Savoy, Queen 
of the Two Sicilies, who was cured of a desperate illness by Philomena and granted the joy of having 
children.  
  
In 1862, Pope Pius IX crowned her with her most glorious patronage: Patroness of The Children of 
Mary. The story of Philomena will never be completed. She continues to work her flood of miracles, 
especially today, reviving in all her clients the precious anchor of hope. In us, her story lives on.  
  

CHAPTER XII: Devotions to St. Philomena  
  
Something must be said in this book about “devotions” to St. Philomena. There is, in human beings, 
a psychologically sound wish to do and say, and carry out something definite to express our affection 
for a loved one, a hero, a saint.  
  
A century of devotion to Philomena formed its own customs. The wearing of the cord of St. 
Philomena is a prime example of her devotion. Such cords were distributed by the Curé d’Ars himself. 
They are blended of red and white thread, in honor of her virginity and martyrdom. The words of 
benediction for the cord read:  
  
“O Lord Jesus Christ, grant that whoever wears this cord may merit to be defended from every 
danger, and may receive health of the soul and of the body.” 
  
There are numerous accounts that demonstrate Philomena works miracles in favor of the cord. 
Wound about diseased limbs, it has driven out the pain and healed them.  
  
The Chaplet of St. Philomena consists of three white beads in honor of the Blessed Trinity, and 
thirteen red beads in honor of the thirteen years of Saint Philomena’s life. Her Archconfraternity has 
been extended to the Universal Church. 



  
More often than not, prayer to Saint Philomena is initially answered with a cross. As soon as she is 
asked to make something better, it becomes much worse. After all, her mission is our sanctification. 
We must be tried by patience, and our faith tested and strengthened. Just when we feel bound to 
abandon her, miraculously and in a manner much grander than anything we could have imagined, 
every prayer is answered and much more is added to us.  
  
Saint Philomena is here to teach us childlike confidence in the Mother of God. Her mission is to form 
us into pure, trusting and perfect Children of Mary. 
  
Motherless children are often apprehensive, solemn creatures. So are we. The world is poisoned with 
fear because it has not yet found Mary. Even after Lourdes and the theological devotion to Her as 
Mediatrix of all Graces; after Blessed Grignion de Montfort’s preaching of True Devotion, the increase 
of Religious Orders dedicated to Her and full of Her spirit, still she is not yet known or loved! Our Lady 
is not yet preached as She might be to those who need Her the most, they who have lost faith and 
hope.  
  

O Saint Philomena, Virgin and Martyr, pray for us that, through thy powerful intercession,  
we may obtain that purity of mind and heart which leads to the Perfect Love of God. Amen. 


